By JOE LIVERNOIS
jlivernois@emontereyherald.com

lanny Keith was only 20 when he
& a one-month leave from the U.S.
ines to marry his high school
swetheart. Less than three months
at, Keith returned home to Salinas
in lag-covered coffin.

lith’s life — and his death —
dris David Keith to honor his
breer and the 78 other Monterey
Coty men who were killed or died
as esult of the conflict in Vietnam.
‘th the help of the city of Salinas
and Monterey Coun-
ty, Keith and others

irle 7
e creating  the
hig the Monterey County
ri this Vietnam  Memorial
vkend. et and All  Veterans
. Memorial Park on a
bluff overlooking the
city on East Laurel
De in Salinas.

Memorial Day ceremony will be
heat 11 am. Sunday in the park.
Mibers of the committee trying to
cplete the park will also hold a

“{d-raising, groundbreaking,
rion-cutting kickoff ceremony” on
| Sday.

t is only a park, but it will be a
pe you can go for solace and a
pe to give reverence to those who
& their all,” Keith said. “We hope
tl park will be an educational tool

VERN FISHER/The Herald

David Keith has been instrumental in building the Salinas memorial to
Monterey County’s Vietnam War casualties.

for the people of Salinas and all of
Monterey County.”

Local veterans formed a committee
to create the park 11 years ago. Dur-
ing the intervening years, the group
secured the property along Laurel
Drive from the county for $1. The city
contributed $500,000 from sale of the
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the USS

Crazy Horse Landfill. The park has
slowly developed over the years, with
some landscaping and several memo-
rials, including a flag with the 78
names painted on plywood.

The group now plans to establish a

Please see Memorial page A16
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over something like that.”

h of the

construction
ted by local

the upper level. Muc

landscape  and

work will be dona

_ . Fund-raiser: flam.to3p.m.
- atShaker Square, Boronda and

Natividad, Salinas. Army climbing

wall, Navy dunk tank, color guard,

0

, prizes, a dog wash and-

Drive near Canstitution, Salinas.
Memorial Day serviceand
ribbon-cutting. Event kicks off a
d-raising driveforthe

Monterey Gounty Vietnam

eterans Memorial Park adjacent

R
 Today and Sunday

_ Biues show, craft fair: 10 -
‘am. 105 p.m, at Custom House
Plazaand Alvarado'Street,

Monterey. Second annual Red,

White & a Little Blues...and
- Some Latin, Too! Music festival,
‘arts and crafts booths. Today's

 Please see Evonts pago AT6
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Joe Livernois can be reached at

T

7536753

id,
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