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This past Memorial Day was very special for
Vietnam veterans in Monterey County. The fin-
ishing touches were unveiled at our Vietnam
Veterans Memorial on Laurel Drive in Salinas.
An 8-by-16-foot sculpture of a waving flag with
the names of the county’s 78 fallen warriors
engraved on its base was dedicated. The flag was
draped by a parachute. The last order of the day
was to cut the ribbons and let the parachute slide
to the rear. It was greeted by a huge round of
applause, and for those with the names of their
sons on that wall there were tears — tears that
have been in their hearts for close to 40 years.
This is what Memorial Day is about, not the
fanfare, but for those attending it is a way to
reconnect with loved ones. When the names of
those who died in combat are read, they feel the
pain and loss as if it were yesterday. '
Why do they come each year to an event so

heartfelt and traumatic? One reason: They are
there to say “Hello,”

“Thank you,” “I love
you,” “We’ll meet
again,” “I miss you.”

They come because

they are among
friends who are there
for the same reason.
You’'ll see a lot of
handshakes, hugs and
tears, When they
depart from the
memorial, they leave
in a better state of -
I mind than when they
arrived. They feel the
closeness of their
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ove of those sharing
Veteran Peter Calvert reflects .
s b the event with them.
behind the memorial wall. Once a veteran,
' always be a veteran.

The monument looked beautiful. More than 250
flags were blowing in the wind — red, white and
blue undulating through the gentle breeze. Flow-
ers from Rose Kershing’s fifth-grade class at
Spreckels School lined the walkways, each with a
small flag, a fallen soldier’s name and large red-
white-and-blue bow. The students did sign lan-
guage to the song, “Still in My Heart.” It was a
touching moment.

It took 20 years, but now Monterey County has
a memorial to the young men who lost their lives
in Vietnam. This could not have taken place
without the hard work and dedication of Dave
Keith, who lost his younger brother in Vietnam.

Thanks to him, this county has a memorial
everyone can be proud of.

By JIM SILVA

| JIM SILVA is a Salinas resident. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army, 4th Bn.39th InfSth
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