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Veterans
rights inspire
call to action

On Now. 11, Americans will
reflect on the service and sacri-
fices our veterans have made. Ear-
lier this year, during the dedication
of the World War II Monument in
Washington, D.C., I joined efforts
with others to help the Library of
Congress preserve stories from
war veterans. My goal was to try
and save stories from veterans

' who live in Monterey County.

Thanks to the staff at the Califor-
nia International Air Show, my
family and I were allowed to dis-
tribute information at the event.

One man walked up and quietly
picked up a brochure. He was
wearing a veteran’s hat. He didn’t
make eye contact so I respected
that and he walked away.

My son asked me if the man was
a veteran. I told him he was. He
followed the man and asked, “Are
you a veteran?”

The man stared at him and said,
“Yes, I am. I served in Vietnam.”

My son put his hand out to shake
his hand and said, “Thank you for
serving, and I'm glad you were
able to come back home.”

The man walked over to me and
said, “No one has ever said thanks
to me.” He became teary-eyed and
so did I, and he walked away as
quietly as he had come,

We continued our project by
joining USA Weekend’s “Make A
Difference Day,” a volunteer event,
for the second year by cleaning
and weeding veteran headstones.

. Our day started at the Vietnam

Veterans Memorial site in north
Salinas. I'll never forget the
moment wben I was placing
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Veterans, families salute children

1 would personally like to thank members of the

: 2.5 s
unity and children from Boy Scout Pac
S 7 o Gonples ose Kertngs
from Mission Park, and ) s
evelt School in Salinas, for help: g_
ggégr]it(:ao :md make ornaments for the \r{e_:gtmre‘an;n
brance trees at the Montqrey Countyd_x
Veterans Memorial in Salinas on Sun¢ ?;vho ot
On behalf of the veterans_ar_ld familie i
this memorial yeat-round, it 1S truly me

and very heartfelt that young people in our local

communities care enough to help honor and

ber our veterans. ;
re’?h%?e :re alot of greatdthtxnx‘lg_s bi:‘?t%ig(l);‘g :g' o
this is ¢
Tt R 1ocal’}y, e h to come see
“1f you haven’t had a chance, I
?I;?er?relesydecorated with their holiday lights, I

e you to do so. :
el’%k?g: %hﬁdren did a wonderful job.

Donna Teresa, veterans volunker
B Salinas
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First Amendment

"Gongress shall make no [aw ... abridgir;g :}22 cf;zzcij;):g
; f the peopie
f speech, or of the press; oF O .
25:§mble. and to petition the Governmgnt for a redress

of grievances.” b
— Bilt of Rights, the U.S. Constitution



